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NOTA / NOTE

Heegeria tangirica (Saunders, 1877) (Hemiptera: Alydidae), new

species for Portugal.
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Abstract: Heegeria tangirica (Saunders, 1877) (Hemiptera: Alydidae) is recorded from mainland Portugal for the first
time. The world and the Iberian distribution of the species is summarized and a map synthesizing the knowledge about
the distribution of the species in the Iberian Peninsula is included.
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Resumen: Heegeria tangirica (Saunders, 1877) (Hemiptera: Alydidae), nueva especie para Portugal. Se cita
Heegeria tangirica (Saunders, 1877) (Hemiptera: Alydidae) de Portugal continental por primera vez. Se resume la
distribucidn mundial e ibérica de la especie y se incluye un mapa que sintetiza el conocimiento sobre la distribucion de la

especie en la Peninsula Ibérica.
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Heegeria tangirica (Saunders, 1877) (Hemiptera:
Alydidae) is a broad-headed bug described as Alydus
tangiricus from Tangiers (Morocco) by SAUNDERS
(1877).

The known distribution of this species includes
southern Europe [Greece (Crete), Italy, Malta, and
Spain], Asia (Iran, Israel, Oman, Pakistan, Turkey, and
Yemen), and Africa (Egypt, Morocco, and numerous sub-
Saharan countries) (MOULET, 1995; DOLLING, 2006;
CARAPEZZA & MIFSUD, 2015; CERCI & KOCAK, 2017;
UEDA, 2020).

In Spain, H. tangirica was first recorded from
Almeria, Cddiz, Cordoba, Huelva, Jaén, and Mdlaga by
MOULET (1995), and from Murcia by VIVAS &
BURGERS (2015).

Here we record H. tangirica from Portugal for
the first time, based on a specimen photographed by
Tiago Carrapigo and Sérgio Reis (Fig. 1) on 28 October
2020 near Corroios train station (Setibal district,
Seixal municipality, 29SMC8676, 15 m above sea level).
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Fig. 1.- Specimen of Heegeria tangirica (Saunders,
1877) observed on 28 October 2020 in Corroios
(Seixal), Portugal.
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Since that observation, which was uploaded to the online platform BioDiversity4All
(https://www.biodiversity4all.org/observations/ 63725845), a second photographic record, obtained on
14 November 2020 in Terrim (Setubal district, Palmela municipality, 29SNC0574, 41 m above sea level),
was uploaded to the same platform by Tiago Pereira (https://www.biodiversity4all.org/observations/
64855701). Map 1 shows the currently known Iberian distribution of H. tangirica, including the two
Portuguese records mentioned.
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Map 1.- Iberian distribution
of Heegeria tangirica
(Saunders, 1877), with the
previously  known  Spanish
provinces (in grey), the new
Portuguese district (in cyan)
and the MGRS 10x10 km
squares of the two 2020
observation sites in Portugal
(October site in orange,
November site in blue).
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